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In his classic A Geography of Oysters, Rowan Jacobsen forever changed the way America talks
about its best bivalve. Now he does the same for our favorite fruit, showing us that there is
indeed life beyond Red Delicious-and even Honeycrisp. While supermarkets limit their offerings
to a few waxy options, apple trees with lives spanning human generations are producing
characterful varieties-and now they are in the midst of a rediscovery. From heirlooms to new
designer breeds, a delicious diversity of apples is out there for the eating.Apples have strong
personalities, ranging from crabby to wholesome. The Black Oxford apple is actually purple, and
looks like a plum. The Knobbed Russet looks like the love child of a toad and a potato. (But don't
be fooled by its looks.) The D'Arcy Spice leaves a hint of allspice on the tongue. Cut Hidden
Rose open and its inner secret is revealed.With more than 150 art-quality color photographs,
Apples of Uncommon Character shows us the fruit in all its glory. Jacobsen collected specimens
both common and rare from all over North America, selecting 120 to feature, including the best
varieties for eating, baking, and hard-cider making. Each is accompanied by a photograph,
history, lore, and a list of characteristics. The book also includes 20 recipes, savory and sweet,
resources for buying and growing, and a guide to the best apple festivals. It's a must-have for
every foodie.

"A true delight... The descriptions are almost lyrical and a pleasure to read. Each apple comes
with its own full-page photo, beautifully shot in natural light...I love the surprising readability of
this book. It should be tucked into the backpacks of all apple festival goers. I really can't
recommend this book enough." --Powells.com "Like Facebook for fruit." --NPR "Opening the
pages of Apples of Uncommon Character is like walking into a portrait gallery flooded with
russet, bronzed masterpieces bathed in golden light -- forget about Magritte's Granny Smith-
bedecked Son of Man, here are the Winesap, the Pound Sweet, the Maiden's Blush and Black
Twig, rendered in a vivid prose rarely seen outside of the wine list... For anyone who's willing to
get swept up in the grand romance of food, this handsome volume will make for seductive
reading." --Morning Edition"Imagine my delight when the book Apples of Uncommon Character
landed in my mailbox, a glorious compendium of "123 heirlooms, modern classics, and little-
known wonders." Author and self-described apple geek Rowan Jacobsen does for apples what
he did earlier for oysters: he captures in vivid language what makes the flavor of each type
unique (with extraordinary photographs by Clare Barboza you want to bite into). --Melissa Block,
All Things Considered "Stunning" --Seattle Times"The most gripping aspect of James Beard
Award winner Rowan Jacobsen's Apples of Uncommon Character is the author's loving, quirky,
and so-vivid-it's-like-you're-eating-one-right-now descriptions of 123 different apples." --Bon
Appetit "Irresistible" --Wall Street Journal"Supremely well



executed and written. If you are one of those foodies who actually likes to read, this one's for
you." --Christopher Kimball, host of America's Test Kitchen
"Best Cookbooks of 2014" --
Washington Post, Boston Globe, Wall Street Journal, NPRAbout the AuthorRowan Jacobsen is
the author of A Geography of Oysters, Fruitless Fall, The Living Shore, American
Terroir, Shadows on the Gulf, and Apples of Uncommon Character. He has written for the New
York Times, Harper's, Outside, Mother Jones, Orion, The Boston Globe, and others, and his
work has been anthologized in TheBest American Science and Nature Writing and Best Food
Writing collections. He has won a couple of James Beard Awards, an IACP award, and some
others. His 2010 book,American Terroir, was named one of the Top Ten Books of the Year
by Library Journal. His Outside Magazine piece"Heart of Dark Chocolate" received the Lowell
Thomas Award from the Society of American Travel Writers for best adventure story of the year,
and his Harper's piece "The Homeless Herd" was named best magazine piece of the year by
the Overseas Press Club. He was a 2012 Alicia Patterson Foundation fellow, writing about
endangered diversity on the borderlands between India, Myanmar, and China. He lives in
Vermont.
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Beth Endres, “Yes, very good book. I am an aspiring amateur backyard orchardist and have
acquired an interest in rare and unique heirloom apples, so this book really hit the sweetspot for
me, right in my wheelhouse. Even for the average person that just likes apples and a good read,
I still recommend this book ... the author has a very clever, descriptive, and captivating writing
style that will have you wanting to flip to the next page ... and the next page. I especially liked the
intro, gives you a solid understanding of the evolution of the apple and a historical perspective
on how the apple has evolved and played out in American history ... and why heirloom apples
and some new apples are experiencing a renaissance of sorts ... really an outstanding book to
read cover to cover or to periodically pick up and browse ... highly suggest you acquire.”

marcia, “Awesome Apple Appeal   . I love this book. True apple appeal in short sections.
Interesting as heck.  I even bought a few trees this book turned me onto.”

Hondo, “Incomplete. Great information about history, use, and taste, but very little on growing
and care. Fantastic pictures and the book materials (e.g., binding and cover) are of excellent
quality.”

Scott Smith, “Apple book of uncommon character. Having read numerous apple books the
particularly good thing about this one is the author really tries to tease out descriptions of flavor
and texture from the apples. He catches many subtle dimensions of flavor that were "on the tip
of my tongue" but I couldn't quite put into words. Apples are many worlds of flavor and texture,
the spectrum is quite stunning and this book begins to make a step in getting a deeper
understanding. Another distinguishing feature is the writer can actually write and "old saw"
apple stories I have read dozens of times before become fresh again. It would be a great book
for any foodie-type that likes apples.The book is not perfect however. While it has some very
good descriptions about what part of the country the various apples do well in, it is not a book for
the grower in that disease propensity etc is not discussed. While it tries to be an American
Apple Book, it is more focused on New England than other parts of the country. Its probably for
the better though as the descriptions show the varying degrees of familiarity the author has with
the different apples - the ones he knows best just sing from the page while some I get the feeling
are only vague acquaintances. I also really don't know why mediocre apples are intentionally
covered, there are fantastic apples that were left out (including two of my favorites, Hoople's
Antique Gold and Freyburg) so we could learn how bad 20-Ounce Pippin is.”

S. Lacock, “I love apples and this book was fabulous. This is a book for lovers of the old apples
from my childhood. It makes a perfect coffee table book to peruse at one’s leisure on a rainy day.
I just love different apples and have traveled hundreds of miles to find an apple that I love the
taste of.”



rdbabino, “Fascinating, informative, beautifully written.. I purchased this book based on Kate
McDermott's recommendation in her book Art of the Pie and I'm so glad I did. It's fascinating and
has opened a whole new world of apple exploration and experimentation in my favorite recipes.
I can't wait for apple season 2022!”

Gadget Guy, “Apple heaven!. Seeing how we're getting into fall I decided to bone up on my apple
knowledge and learn about lesser-know apple varieties that I could try while in season. I
happened upon this title and decided to give it a go. The book arrived yesterday and I must
admit that I'm impressed. First of all the photography is excellent. It's like a fashion show for
over 120 different varieties of apples. The author also offers a sincere introduction that sets the
stage for what he was attempting to do in writing this book - educate people that there is more to
apples than the 5-6 varieties every grocery store in America stocks and that many heirloom
varieties are still being rediscovered and enjoyed by new generations of apple lovers. The
introduction definitely drew me into the material.The author also does a great job classifying all
the varieties in logical sections - summer apples, dessert apples, bakers & saucers, apples that
keep well, juicers, and oddballs. I particularly enjoyed reading the story behind the names and
in many cases, the farmer who developed the variety.My only criticism would be that many of the
varieties of apples where I currently live (Minnesota) aren't covered. It appears that there is a
heavy bias toward New England varieties. That shouldn't discourage you from buying this book,
however.If you're thinking about discovering some new apple varieties I encourage you to pick
up this book.  You'll love the history and the photography.”

Imreadytoday, “I read this book way too much!. Studying this book for 5 years, it has been
tremendously helpful in our family cider-making gathering each fall. As we take work breaks from
washing and pressing, family members read descriptions of our new varieties, described in
Jacobsen's book. "If you find Granny Smith too sweet and flabby for your tastes, then Calville
Blanc is the fresh apple for you." Everyone laughs. "Blue Pearmain feels layered, as if its skin
were a canvas worked over by a patient and exacting Impressionist. You can lose an hour gazing
into its textured depths." The book is chock-full of delightful and thought-provoking descriptions
like this, and it provides many laughs and also deep thought. I really love all the great detail in
pictures, broken-down descriptions, and blocks of text about each apple. We have enjoyed
reviving apples of old on our land, and we appreciate the incredible diversity from 150 years ago
our supermarket shelves are missing.”

E. J. Powell, “What a beautiful read ..... I was expecting a straight forward reference work on
American apples. But what I got was a delightful, charming and beautifully written book. Full of
humour, insight and honest communication. There are laugh out loud moments too - like the
apple he compares (in appearance) to the love child of a frog and a potato. But nonetheless a
serious, seriously researched and meticulously prepared text. He obviously loves his subject.



But what a beautiful read - no wonder the author is the winner of multiple authorship prizes and
awards.  Fabulous.”

Gray, “One of the best books I have come across, with regards to Heirloom apple varieties.
Excellent thanks rainsbrooknursery.co.uk. One of the best books I have come across, with
regards to Heirloom apple varieties. A page of reading on each variety and a photo page. The
writing is original and informative. Excellent thanks rainsbrooknursery.co.uk”

asillycoder, “Such a great book. A great variety of apples. Such a great book. A great variety of
apples, beautiful presented, to look at. What I really appreciate about this book is it makes me
excited about starting an orchard! Passionately!”

John Fletcher, “Five Stars. Lovely book”

Ran Chen, “Five Stars. beautiful book”

The book by Martha Cheng has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 152 people have provided feedback.
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